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CLAIMS: 

What is claimed is: 

1. A metnod for maintaining state information for Web 
pages, comdrising: 

receiving user input to a Web page; and 

storing the user input and a corresponding Web page 

field identifier in a directory server, wherein when the. 

Web page ia next accessed, the user input and 

corresponding Web page field identifier are retrieved 

from the directory server. 

2. The mfethod of claim 1, wherein the user input and 
Web page f/ield identifier are specific to a particular 
Web page 



20 3. The Method of claim 1, wherein the user input and 
Web page Jffield identifier are common to a plurality of 
Web pages 

4. The Imethod of claim 1, further comprising: 
25 matching the Web page field identifier to an entry 

field identifier located in the Web page; and 

inserting the user input into a field associated 
with the/ entry field identifier. 



30 



rece 



page i< 

s< 

server; 



Th4 method of claim 1, further comprising: 

iving a Web page retrieval request having a Web 
d^ntifier identifying the Web page; 
e4ding the Web page identifier to the directory 
and 
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receiving the user input and Web page field 



identifier from t 



he directory server in response to 



sending the Web page identifier 



6. The method o 
the user input in 
to the Web page 



claim 5, further comprising inserting 
:o a field of the Web page corresponding 
identifier. 



field 



7 . The method o 
10 the Web page fie 

entry of the dire 
identifier and a 

8 . The method o 
15 encrypted before 

9. The method 
identifier is a I 



F claim 1, wherein the user input and 
Ip. identifier are stored in a Web page 
:tory server identified by a user 
Web page identifier. 

f claim 1, wherein the user input is 
Deing stored in the directory server. 



claim 1, wherein the Web page field 
yperText Mark-up Language tag. 



20 10. The method pf claim 1, wherein the directory server, 
is an LDAP server. 



11. The method/ of claim 1, wherein the method is 
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implemented us 

12. The methoc 
implemented us 



13. A computer 
medium for ma 
comprising: 

first insjb 
page; and 



ig a plug-in application to a Web browser, 

of claim 1, wherein the method is 
ng a background application. 



program product in a computer readable 
iifitaining state information for Web pages, 

ructions for receiving user input to a Web 
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second instruct 



ions for storing the user input and a 



corresponding Web page field identifier in a directory 
server, wherein when the Web page is next accessed, the 
user input and corresponding Web page field identifier 
are retrieved from the directory server. 



□ 
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14. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the user input and (Web page field identifier are specific 
to a particular Welt page. 

15. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the user input and! Web page field identifier are common 
to a plurality of fWeb pages. 

16. The computer/ program product of claim 13, further 
comprising : 

third instructions for matching the Web page field 
identifier to an/ entry field identifier located in the 
Web page; and 

fourth instructions for inserting the user input 
into a field associated with the entry field identifier. 
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17. The computer program product of claim 13, further 
comprising: 

third instructions for receiving a Web page 



retrieval requ 
identifying th 



st having a Web page identifier 
5 Web page; 



fourth instrucitons for sending the Web page 



identifier to 
fifth in£ 
Web page field 



the directory server; and 

tructions for receiving the user input and 
identifier from the directory server in 



response to sending the Web page identifier. 
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18. The computer prpgram product of claim 17, further 



comprising sixth ins 



tructions for inserting the user 



input into a field cf the Web page corresponding to the 
Web page field identifier. 

/ 

19. The computer program product of claim 13, further 
comprising third instructions for encrypting the user 
input before storing the user input in the directory 
server . 



20. The computer 
the computer prograih 



program product of claim 13, wherein 
product is a background application, 



21. An apparatus ffor maintaining state information for 
Web pages, comprisj/ng: 
a processor; 

an input devijbe coupled to the processor; and 
a network interface coupled to the processor and to 
a network, wherein the processor receives user input to a 
20 Web page via the Input device and sends an instruction to 
a directory server, via the network interface, to store 
the user input and a corresponding Web page field 

directory server, wherein when the Web 
ssed, the user input and corresponding 
25 Web page field identifier are retrieved from the 
directory server! 



identifier in the 
page is next acc 



30 



22. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the user input 
and Web page field identifier are specific to a 
particular Web page. 



23. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the user input 
and Web page fisld identifier are common to a plurality 
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of Web pagels . 

24. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the processor 
matches the] Web page field identifier to an entry field 
identifier /located in the Web page and inserts the user 



input into 
identifier . 



25. The 
receives a 
identifier 
sends the W 
the networ 
Web page fi 
response tc 
network int: 



apparatus 



a field associated with the entry field 



s of claim 21, wherein the processor 
Web page retrieval request having a Web page 
Identifying the Web page via the input device, 
2b page identifier to the directory server via 

interface, and receives the user input and 
eld identifier from the directory server in 

sending the Web page identifier via the 
erf ace . 



26. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the processor 
inserts the user input into a field of the Web page 
corresponding to the Web page field identifier. 



Wob 



27. The 
and the 
page entr^ 
identified 



4pparatus of claim 21, wherein the user input 
page field identifier are stored in a Web 
of the directory server identified by a user 
and a Web page identifier. 



28. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the processor 
encrypts the user input before the user input is stored 
in the directory server, 

29. A method, in a directory server, for maintaining 
state information for Web pages, comprising: 

receiving user input to a Web page from a client 
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device; and 

stor:.ng the user input and a corresponding Web page 
field identifier, wherein when the Web page is next 
accessed by the client device, the user input and 
corresponding Web page field identifier are downloaded to 



the client 

30. The me 
Web page fi 
Web page, 



31. The 
Web page fi 
Web pages 



32. The 
rece 

identif ie 
retr 

identif ie 

identif er 
s 

to the cl 



device . 

thod of claim 29, wherein the user input and 
eld identifier are specific to a particular 



method of claim 29, wherein the user input and 
eld identifier are common to a plurality of 



method of claim 29, further comprising: 
/ing, from the client device, a Web page 
identifying the Web page; 
ijeving the user input and Web page field 
in response to receiving the Web page 
and 

the user input and Web page field identifier 
ent device. 



25 33. The 



ending 



nethod of claim 29, wherein the user input and 
the Web page field identifier are stored as a Web page 
entry identified by a user identifier and a Web page 



identif ie 

30 34. The 
encrypted 



method of claim 29, wherein the user input is 
before being stored. 



35. The 



method of claim 29, wherein the Web page field 
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identifier is /a HyperText Mark-up Language tag, 
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36. The methbd of claim 29, wherein the directory server 
is an LDAP server, 

37. A method in a data processing system for maintaining 
state information for a Web page, the method comprising: 

receivirg a user input to the Web page and an 
identifier associated with the user input; 

storing/ the user input to the Web page and the 
identifier associated with the user input in a server; 
and 

responsive to a subsequent request for the Web page, 
retrieving jche user input and the identifier from the 
server. 



38. The method of claim 37, wherein the server is a 
directory server. 



20 39. The 
tag from 



ethod of claim 37, wherein the identifier is a 
:he Web page. 



25 



40. The method of claim 37, further comprising: 

Placing the user input retrieved from the server in 
the Web page using the identifier. 



